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STEERING COUNCIL
No. _______ Prot.,                                                                                         Tirana, on __.__.2025
DECISION

No. 9, dated 23.07.2025

ON
APPROVAL OF CERTAIN ADDITIONS AND AMENDMENTS TO
REGULATION NO. 22, DATED 24.06.2011 “ON THE TECHNICAL CONDITIONS FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION OF URBAN CABLE NETWORK INFRASTRUCTURE AND
INTERURBAN FIBER OPTIC NETWORKS OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS”,
AS AMENDED
The Steering Council (SC) of the Electronic and Postal Communications Authority (AKEP),
with the participation of:
Mr. Gentian Sala – Chairman
Ms. Edlira Dvorani – Member
Mr. Lorenc Bako – Member
Mr. Armer Juka – Member

and the secretary Ms. Xhilda Hoxha, in the meeting dated 23 July 2025, pursuant to the procedure defined in Law no. 54/2024 “On Electronic Communications in the Republic of Albania”, the Internal Regulation “On the Functioning of the Steering Board of the Electronic and Postal Communications Authority”, approved by Decision no. 7, dated 16.02.2017, of the Steering Board, as amended, and Law no. 8480, dated 27.05.1999 “On the functioning of collegial bodies of state administration and public entities”, reviewed the matter with the subject:
· Approval of several additions and amendments to Regulation no. 22, dated 24.06.2011 “On the technical conditions for constructing the infrastructure of urban cable networks and interurban fiber optic networks of electronic communications”, as amended.
LEGAL BASIS:
1. Point 1 of Articles 14 and 15, point 1(b) of Article 35, Articles 57 and 58 of Law no. 54/2024 “On Electronic Communications in the Republic of Albania”;
2. Point 14 of Article 3, Article 4, and point 5 of Article 18 of Law no. 120/2016 “On the development of high-speed electronic communications networks and ensuring the right of way”;
3. Internal Regulation “On the functioning of the Steering Board of AKEP”, approved by SB Decision no. 7, dated 16.02.2017, as amended;
4. Regulation no. 22, dated 24.06.2011 “On the technical conditions for the construction of urban cable network infrastructure and interurban fiber optic electronic communications networks”, as amended.
[bookmark: _Hlk219453587]THE STEERING COUNCIL:
After reviewing the submitted documentation, consisting of:
1. The explanatory report of the draft decision, prepared by the Directorate of Technology and Information Security and the Directorate of Administration and Management of Scarce Resources;
2. The reasoned draft decision;
NOTES THAT:
AKEP, by SB Decision no. 1617, dated 24.06.2011, approved the “Regulation on technical conditions for the construction of urban cable network infrastructure and interurban fiber optic network infrastructure of electronic communications” (Regulation no. 22, dated 24.06.2011), amended by SB Decision no. 2575, dated 01.06.2015.
This regulation sets out the technical requirements that must be met in the development, planning, design, construction, and maintenance of urban cable network infrastructure and interurban fiber optic network infrastructure of Electronic Communications. Cable and fiber optic networks are essential parts of electronic communications infrastructure and serve to provide electronic communications services to the general public.
The regulation addresses techniques for performing civil works, characteristics and dimensions of cable duct components, descriptions of materials used, and a dedicated annex containing construction profiles of ducts, manholes, aerial installations, and related accessories.
This Regulation was drafted in implementation of Law no. 9918, dated 19.05.2008 “On Electronic Communications in the Republic of Albania”, Law no. 8405, dated 17.09.1998 “On Urban Planning”, Law no. 107/2014 “On Territorial Planning and Development”, and the applicable legislation in the field of construction, environmental protection, and current technical standards.
Law no. 8405, dated 17.09.1998 on Urban Planning, was repealed by Law no. 10119/2009, which itself was repealed by Law no. 107/2014 “On Territorial Planning and Development”.
The regulation approved in 2011, as amended, sets restrictions by prohibiting the installation of telecommunications cables on high-voltage power poles, while according to Law no. 120/2016 “On the development of high-speed electronic communications networks and ensuring the right of way”, the use of electrical network infrastructure for electronic communications networks is allowed.
Law no. 120/2016 aims to facilitate and promote the construction of high-speed electronic communications networks by promoting the shared use of existing physical infrastructure and enabling more efficient development of new physical infrastructure, through the construction of lower-cost high-speed networks, reduction of procedures, and ensuring right-of-way for the construction of high-speed electronic communications networks. This law sets minimum requirements concerning civil works and physical infrastructure, aiming to harmonize legal, regulatory, and administrative procedures in these areas.
Article 4 of this law provides the right of access to existing physical infrastructure, specifying that: “1. Any network operator has the right to offer electronic communications network operators access to its physical infrastructure for the purpose of installing high-speed electronic communications network elements… 3. Every network operator shall assess the possibility of fulfilling a request for access to its physical infrastructure in accordance with applicable legislation. The assessment shall be made based on fair treatment, including pricing, with the aim of developing high-speed electronic communications network elements.”
According to point 14 of Article 3 of this law, a network operator is an undertaking that provides or is authorized to provide public communications networks under the Law on Electronic Communications, as well as any undertaking that provides physical infrastructure intended for the supply of: … (i) gas, (ii) electricity, including public lighting… The municipality, as well as any public or state legal entity that owns or administers passive pipeline infrastructure that enables the installation of electronic communications networks, shall also be considered a network operator.
Point 5 of Article 18 of Law no. 120/2016 provides: “The construction of electronic communications networks must be carried out in compliance with the technical conditions approved by AKEP.” According to Article 58 of Law no. 54/2024:
“1. When an electronic communications undertaking exercises a right under this law or Law no. 120/2016 ‘On the development of high-speed electronic communications networks and ensuring right of way’ to install facilities on, above, or below public or private property, or has benefited from an expropriation or property-use procedure, AKEP itself or, as appropriate, in cooperation with other competent authorities specified in Article 3 of Law no. 120/2016, shall impose co-location and shared use of network elements and associated facilities installed on this basis in order to protect the environment, public health, public safety, or to fulfill urban planning objectives.”
Based on the above, it is necessary to approve certain amendments to Regulation no. 22/2011 to harmonize it with the provisions of Law no. 120/2016 regarding the right to use electrical network infrastructure.
Specifically, Article 25 of the regulation sets out general requirements for installing cable networks in urban areas. Point 25(b) states:
“…Avoidance of high-voltage electrical lines, especially parallel paths for long distances (over 500 meters);…”
Article 26, “Passage of cable ducts near MV and HV electrical lines”, point 26.1, provides:
“26.2 To avoid the harmful effects mentioned above, the infrastructure for the construction of the urban cable network shall be designed as far as possible from energy transmission lines, avoiding long parallel runs with high-voltage lines. In cases of crossing, the angle of intersection should be 90 degrees, and if not possible, it must in all cases be greater than 45 degrees.”
Similarly, Article 32 contains prohibitions related to aerial cable communications. Points 32.6(b), 32.7 and 32.8 state:
“32.6(b) To avoid the harmful effects mentioned above, the urban cable telephone network shall be installed as far as possible from energy transmission lines, avoiding long parallel runs with high-voltage lines. In crossing cases, the requirements of paragraph 26.2 shall be applied.
32.7 The support of aerial cables of any type on power poles of any voltage is strictly prohibited.
32.8 The installation of aerial cables of any type on the same support wire where electrical lines of any voltage are present is strictly prohibited…”
Also, Article 1 of the regulation defines the technical requirements and standards to be met in the development, planning, design, construction, and maintenance of Urban Cable Network Infrastructure and Interurban Fiber Optic Network Infrastructure of Electronic Communications.
According to point 1.10 of the regulation:
“All other standards used that are not included in this regulation must comply with ITU standards in the recommendations of Series L: ‘Construction, Installation and Protection of Cables and Other Elements of Outside Plant’ and this point shall also include the standards set out in ITU recommendations of Series G.600–G.699: ‘Transmission media and optical systems characteristics’, which define the technical characteristics of fiber optic infrastructure construction.”
Due to the repeal of the legal acts on which this regulation was initially based, it is also proposed to update the reference legal framework. Law no. 9918/2008 shall be replaced with Law no. 54/2024 “On Electronic Communications in the Republic of Albania”, and the reference to Law no. 8405, dated 17.09.1998 “On Urban Planning”, which is already repealed, shall be removed.
[bookmark: _Hlk219447625]FOR THESE REASONS:
Based on point 1 of Articles 14 and 15 of Law no. 54/2024 “On Electronic Communications in the Republic of Albania”, the AKEP Steering Board,
DECIDES:
1. To approve several additions and amendments to Regulation no. 22, dated 24.06.2011 “On the technical conditions for the construction of urban cable network infrastructure and interurban fiber optic networks of electronic communications”, as amended, according to the attached text.
2. The Directorate of Technology and Information Security and the Directorate of Administration and Management of Scarce Resources are tasked with implementing this decision.
This decision enters into force immediately.
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Gentian Sala  Edlira Dvorani  Lorenc Bako  Bleron Dokle  Armer Juka




































REGULATION DRAFT
“ON
APPROVING CERTAIN ADDITIONS AND AMENDMENTS TO
REGULATION NO. 22, DATED 24.06.2011 ‘ON THE TECHNICAL CONDITIONS FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION OF URBAN CABLE NETWORK INFRASTRUCTURE AND
INTERURBAN FIBER OPTIC NETWORKS OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS’,
AS AMENDED”
Article 1
1.1 Paragraph 2 of Article 1 of the regulation is amended as follows:
“This regulation is based on Law no. 54/2024 ‘On Electronic Communications in the Republic of Albania’, Law no. 107/2014 ‘On Territorial Planning and Development’, Law no. 120/2016 ‘On the development of high-speed electronic communications networks and ensuring right of way’, and the legislation in force in the field of construction activities, environmental protection, and the implementation of current technical standards.”
Article 2
Point 1.10 of Article 1 of the regulation is amended as follows:
“1.10 All other standards used that are not included in this regulation must comply with ITU standards in the recommendations of Series L: ‘Construction, Installation and Protection of Cables and Other Elements of Outside Plant’ and ITU standards in the recommendations of Series G.600–G.699: ‘Transmission media and optical systems characteristics’.”
Article 3
Letter “b” in point 25.3 of Article 25, point 26.2 of Article 26, letter “b” in point 32.6, points 32.7 and 32.8 of Article 32 of the regulation, as well as any provision of the regulation that sets prohibitions for the use of electrical poles of any voltage, are repealed.
Article 4
This regulation enters into force on the date of its approval.
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