[bookmark: _Hlk219453602][image: stema_anglisht.png] 
STEERING COUNCIL
No. ________ prot.,                                                                                           Tirana, 19.03.2025
D E C I S I O N

No. 2, dated 19.03.2025

ON

“APPROVAL FOR PUBLIC CONSULTATION OF THE DOCUMENT ‘ON THE DETERMINATION OF CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE FEES/PAYMENTS FOR SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE AUTHORITY OF ELECTRONIC AND POSTAL COMMUNICATIONS”

The Steering Council (SC) of the Authority of Electronic and Postal Communications (AKEP), with the participation of:
Mr. Gentian Sala – Chairman
Ms. Edlira Dvorani – Member
Mr. Lorenc Bako – Member
Mr. Bleron Dokle – Member
Mr. Armer Juka – Member
and secretary Ms. Xhilda Hoxha, in the meeting dated 19.03.2025, pursuant to the procedure defined in Law No. 54/2024 “On electronic communications in the Republic of Albania” and the Internal Regulation “On the Functioning of the Governing Council of the Authority of Electronic and Postal Communications”, approved by Decision No. 7, dated 16.02.2017 of the AKEP Governing Council, as amended, reviewed the matter with the subject:
“Approval for public consultation of the document ‘On the determination of certain administrative fees/payments for services performed by the Authority of Electronic and Postal Communications’”
LEGAL BASIS:
1. Point 1 of Article 17, point 1(b) of Article 18, Article 27 and Article 33 of Law No. 54/2024 “On electronic communications in the Republic of Albania”;
2. Regulation “On notification and public consultation procedures”, approved by Decision No. 21, dated 7.12.2021 of the AKEP Governing Council.
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After reviewing the written materials consisting of:
1. The document prepared by the Directorate of Budget and Financial Management for public consultation: “Document for public consultation ‘On the determination of certain administrative fees/payments for services performed by the Authority of Electronic and Postal Communications’”;
2. The formatted and reasoned draft decision;
3. The accompanying explanatory report of the draft decision;
NOTES THAT:
1. Law No. 54/2024 “On electronic communications in the Republic of Albania” entered into force on 20.12.2024, repealing Law No. 9918/2008. The new Law 54/2024 partially approximates Directive (EU) 2018/1972 of the European Parliament and of the Council “Establishing the European Electronic Communications Code” (EECC).
2. The new law introduces several new provisions related to AKEP’s budget and financing, as well as principles for administrative fees/payments paid by undertakings to cover AKEP’s administrative costs for performing its regulatory and supervisory functions, including regulatory work involved in preparing and implementing by-laws under this law.
3. Point 1 of Article 17 of Law No. 54/2024 stipulates:
“The sources of financing for AKEP are the payments made by undertakings of electronic communications networks and services, according to the provisions of this law and other applicable legal acts. AKEP is also financed from other lawful sources.”
4. Letter (b), point 1 of Article 18 of Law No. 54/2024, concerning the principles of administrative payments, states:
“Any administrative payment imposed under this law on undertakings providing electronic communications networks or services under the general authorization or to which rights of use have been granted shall be imposed objectively, transparently, and proportionately on individual undertakings, in order to minimize additional administrative costs or associated fees relating to their intended purpose, taking into account the overall objectives of this law.”
5. According to points 5 and 8 of Article 27:
· AKEP registers operators or service providers in the electronic database within 7 days of receiving the notification and informs them in writing.
· AKEP approves by regulation the form and content of the notification, supporting documentation, and registration confirmation, taking into account relevant BEREC guidelines.
6. Article 33 of Law No. 54/2024 provides that:
“Upon request of an undertaking, AKEP shall, within 7 calendar days from receipt of the request, issue a standardized declaration confirming that the undertaking has submitted a notification pursuant to point 3 of Article 26 of this law. The confirmation certificate details the circumstances under which any undertaking offering electronic communications networks or services under the general authorization has the right to install facilities, negotiate interconnection, or obtain access and interconnection, in order to facilitate the exercise of such rights when applying before other levels of government or other undertakings.”
7. The Directorate of Budget and Financial Management has prepared the public consultation document “On the determination of certain administrative fees/payments for services performed by the Authority of Electronic and Postal Communications”, in accordance with Article 18 of the law.
This document contains AKEP’s proposal regarding the administrative fees/payments to be paid by electronic communications undertakings for services performed by AKEP within the implementation of the GA (General Authorization) regime under Law No. 54/2024.
8. The public consultation document “On the determination of certain administrative fees/payments for services performed by the Authority of Electronic and Postal Communications”:
· is a regulatory document prepared as part of AKEP’s drafting of necessary by-laws for the implementation of Law No. 54/2024;
· contains AKEP’s proposal for determining certain administrative payments;
· takes into account administrative payments applied for the general authorization system in EU countries;
· is legally compliant with Articles 17, 18, 27, and 33 of Law No. 54/2024.
Based on Articles 44 and 45 of Law No. 54/2024 and the Regulation “On notification and public consultation procedures”, approved by Decision No. 21, dated 7.12.2021, the document approved through this decision shall be issued for public consultation to obtain input from interested stakeholders.
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Taking into account the importance of approving the aforementioned document, based on Article 14(1) and Article 15(1) of Law No. 54/2024, the AKEP Governing Council,
DECIDES:
1. To approve the issuance for public consultation of the document “On the determination of certain administrative fees/payments for services performed by the Authority of Electronic and Postal Communications”, as attached;
2. The public consultation procedure shall be carried out for a period of 30 days from the date of publication of the document as stated in point 3 below;
3. This Decision and the public consultation document “On the determination of certain administrative fees/payments for services performed by the Authority of Electronic and Postal Communications” shall be published on the website www.akep.al;
4. The Directorate of Budget and Financial Management is tasked with monitoring and implementing this decision.
This decision enters into force immediately.
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